HONORS CHEMISTRY

Instructor: Rowland Webb                            
     Website: www.mrwebbscience.weebly.com  

Wakefield High School: Room 3326           
     Email: rwebb3@wcpss.net  
Phone: (919) 562-3600 (school)                                                                 
Welcome:


Welcome to the 2015 spring semester!!  I am extremely excited and honored to have the opportunity to teach chemistry at Wakefield High School.  I believe that science should be taught with as much student inquiry and active participation as possible.  Therefore, I have been planning many exciting experiments and activities for this semester.  I am looking forward to working hard and having fun!

Course Overview:


This course involves learning chemistry concepts in a classroom and laboratory setting.  In order to cover all of the state course objectives, it is necessary to maintain a rapid pace.  It is important that students keep up with their daily assignments, review class material each night, and seek help when needed.  I STRONGLY encourage students to seek assistance from me during the Tuesday/Friday SMART lunch review sessions that will take place every week.  Students can expect 20-30 minutes of homework/studying each night.

Safety:


Student safety is our top priority.  Unruly or reckless behavior will not be tolerated in the lab!  The attached list of safety guidelines has been discussed with the students.  In order for your child to participate in chemistry lab activities, the enclosed safety agreement must be signed and returned.

Evaluation:


Several methods will be used to evaluate student performance.  The grading system below will be used to determine quarter grades.


1st Quarter



2nd Quarter

Tests – 40%



Tests – 44.44%


Quizzes – 20%



Quizzes – 22.22%

Labs – 15%



Labs – 16.67%
             Honors Project – 15%


Honors Project – 16.67%

Midterm – 10%

Communication:

Student grades will be posted online through PowerSchools, and they will be updated as assignments are graded.  A hard copy of interims will be handed out twice during the semester (once every 4.5 weeks).  Blackboard/Teacher website (www.mrwebbscience.weebly.com) will be used to post assignments, note outlines and discussion boards.  If you have concerns about grades, assignments or progress, please contact me at rwebb3@wcpss.net.  I will respond as soon as possible to all emails.  If internet access is not available, please call the front office and leave a message.  I will return your call.  
Remind 101:  I will be sending weekly text messages to keep you informed about what is happening in chemistry class and what you should be working on in the evening.  If you would like to receive the reminders, dial (919) 800-0608 and text the following code:  @72d4e
Note:  This is not my personal cell phone number.  It is a new technology designed for one-way messaging so that teachers can keep parents and students informed outside of class.
Policies:

Absences – School policies as listed in your handbook will be followed for absences and tardies.  A notebook of make-up work will be kept in the classroom.  Assignments and note outlines will also be available on Blackboard/Teacher website.  It is the students’ responsibility to find what they missed when absent.  I cannot express to you how important it is for students to be in class EVERY DAY with block scheduling!!!

Recovery Points – If a student does not do as well on a test as he/she had hoped, they will have a chance to recover SOME of the points if both requirements are fulfilled:
a. Attending at least 1 SMART lunch remediation session

b. Taking a “re-test”.  The retest will consist of 5 essay/short answer questions.  The student can then earn back up to 50% of the points that were lost on the original test up to a maximum of a 77% grade (10% per question correct).
Labs – Several laboratory experiments and activities will be assigned for each unit.  Some will consist of filling out a worksheet, while others will require a complete lab write-up (which will be discussed at a later time).  Make-up labs are optional in the event of an absence.  If a student is absent on the day of a lab requiring a write-up, they will be required to do a write-up for the next lab instead.  

Honors Project – This project will count 15% of the students’ grade.  It will be discussed in great detail on a different hand-out.

Final Exam – The state of North Carolina has created a final exam, called a Measure of Student Learning, that will be given to all chemistry students.  The exam will count 20% of the students’ final grade.  Throughout the course of the semester, we will cover all of the curriculum that will be tested on that exam.
Cell Phones – If a student uses a cell phone for any reason during instruction time, unless directed by teacher, the phone will be taken and turned in to the front office.  A parent will then need to be present to pick up the phone.

Dress Code Reminders – No clothing shall be higher than 6 inches above the knee.  Straps should be at least 2 finger widths wide.  Low cut shirts and sagging pants will not be tolerated.  Any student in violation will report to the attendance office to change into scrubs.

Bathroom – It is important to be in class as much as possible.  So please try to use the restroom before or after class.  If it is an emergency, passes are located in the classroom.  Please do not ask to go during notes or lab instructions.

Classroom Rules:

Discipline should not be a problem in chemistry class.  Students are expected to behave in an appropriate manner at all times.  The following classroom rules help ensure a productive learning environment.

Be prepared. – This includes bringing necessary materials to class, being

seated and ready to work when the bell rings, and being

intellectually prepared to be challenged!
Be respectful. – This includes listening when others are speaking, refraining from

disruptive behavior, and using supplies and equipment safely and

appropriately.
Obey the school rules.

Wakefield High School Honor Code: 

The students of Wakefield High School are committed to being honest and responsible in the completion of academic materials and interactions with the school administration and community. Cheating, stealing, plagiarism (passing off another's work, words, or ideas as one's own), and lying (including willful distortion or misrepresentation) are considered violations of the Honor Code.  Through a joint fulfillment of this code, students and faculty will achieve their fullest potential in academic excellence and character.

Breaking a Rule:


First offense – Friendly teacher reminder


Second offense – Sit down with student to discuss how to alleviate the problem


Third offense – Call home


Repeated offenses – Administrative referral

Cheating:


ANY form of cheating on ANY assignment will not be tolerated, and all students involved will receive a zero (0%) for that assignment.

Supplies: Please try to bring these by Wednesday, January 28th.  They will be needed in class EVERYDAY, with the exception of textbooks that will only be needed on test days.
1. 3-ring science binder (at least 1in.)

2. loose leaf paper

3. a thin spiral notebook or composition notebook
4. pen or pencil (no red or pink, please!) 

5. a calculator (either scientific or graphing)

Conclusion:


Chemistry is an abstract topic that involves a new way of thinking.  Throughout this semester, my hope is that students learn to manage their time, set goals, work hard, have fun, and take pride in their achievements.
Sincerely,

Mr. Rowland Webb
